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Discover Dunkeld’s
Pictish Hillfort

The hillfort at the King’s Seat may have
looked like this in the Pictish period

What is a hillfort?
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• Hillforts are defended settlements on hill tops.
• Banks of earth, ditches and stone walls were used to
surround the top of a hill, often joined to smaller enclosures
on the lower slopes.
• Buildings were constructed inside: homes and workshops
for the community of the hillfort.
• The first hillforts in Scotland were built around 3000 years
ago, in the late Bronze Age. Lots more were built in the
Iron Age and into the Early Historic period, which came
afterwards.
• The hillfort at the King’s Seat was built in the Pictish period,
perhaps around 1400 years ago.
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Who were the Picts?
• The Picts lived in northern and eastern Scotland over
a thousand years ago, during the Early Historic period.
• They didn’t call themselves Picts. They were called Picti –
“painted people” – by the Romans. We think this is because
they made marks on their bodies, either with paint or tattoos.
• The Pictish people were not new arrivals in Scotland.
They were the same peoples as the earlier Iron Age
population, but they organised their society in a different
way, created new styles of art, and built rectangular buildings
instead of round ones.
• They were creative and decorated large stones with artistic
shapes and symbols.
• They were skilled craftspeople and made beautiful objects
such as silver jewellery and decorated bone combs.
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Did you know?
The name ‘Dunkeld’ comes from two Gaelic words that have
been joined together to mean ‘fort of the Caledonians’

Dùn + Cailleann hillfort + Caledonians
Caledonii, or Caledonians, comes from a Celtic word meaning
‘hard’ and was first written down by the Romans around 1800
years ago.

